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chaired the selection committee, was more 
forthcoming. 

He told the Post that ‘‘very serious people 
from the State Department in particular’’ 
expressed concerns about this award being 
given to Amb. Evans. Laingen said that the 
award committee had not focused on the cri-
terion that dissent had to be expressed with-
in the system, until it was reminded of that 
by the State Department! 

Once again, as a result of the over-reaction 
of Turkish officials and their Washington 
cronies, the issue of the Armenian Genocide 
was publicized worldwide. All of the above 
newspapers and wire services, even the Turk-
ish and Azeri ones, reported that the award 
had been withdrawn from Amb. Evans be-
cause of his comments on the Armenian 
Genocide. The Washington Post wrote that 
Amb. Evans had characterized ‘‘as genocide 
the deaths of 1.5 million Armenians in the 
waning days of the Ottoman Empire in 1915.’’ 
It included in its article lengthy quotations 
from the statements Amb. Evans had made 
last February on the Armenian Genocide—
the same quotations that I had cited in my 
last week’s column. 

The Washington Post also wrote: ‘‘the tim-
ing of the association’s decision appeared cu-
rious, given it came just before Turkish 
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan ar-
rived in Washington for a meeting with 
President Bush to bolster strained U.S.-
Turkish relations. John W. Limbert, presi-
dent of the association, said that no one at 
the organization can remember an award 
being withdrawn after it had been an-
nounced. ‘It is not something we do easily,’ 
he said.’’ 

Ironically, if the State Department 
thought that by withdrawing this award it 
would avoid the awkward situation of hon-
oring the U.S. ambassador to Armenia for 
acknowledging the Armenian Genocide, at a 
time when the Turkish Prime Minister was 
meeting with Pres. Bush, it actually ended 
up creating a bigger embarrassment, as the 
national and international media reported 
AFSA’s controversial decision, while the 
Turkish leader was still in Washington. 

By withdrawing the ‘‘Dissent’’ award, 
AFSA and the State Department made fools 
of themselves in front of the whole world. 
Their unwarranted action not only under-
mined the credibility of the award, but also 
the reputations of both AFSA and the U.S. 
government which acted in this case with in-
tolerance more typical of oppressive third 
world regimes. 

[From the California Courier] 
FOREIGN SERVICE AGENCY WRONGLY 

WITHDRAWS AWARD FROM AMB. EVANS 
(By Harut Sassounian) 

The American Foreign Service Association 
took the very unusual step this week of re-
scinding the prestigious ‘‘Constructive Dis-
sent’’ award that it had decided to bestow 
upon U.S. Ambassador to Armenia John 
Evans, during a special ceremony that was 
to be held at the Benjamin Franklin Diplo-
matic Reception Room of the State Depart-
ment on June 17. 

The AFSA is the professional association 
of the United States Foreign Service. It rep-
resents 26,000 active and retired Foreign 
Service employees of the Department of 
State and Agency for International Develop-
ment. The Secretary of State usually at-
tends the group’s annual award ceremony. 

Last February, during his tour of various 
Armenian communities in the United States, 
Amb. Evans publicly referred to the extermi-
nation of the Armenians in Ottoman Turkey 
as genocide. ‘‘I will today call it the Arme-
nian Genocide,’’ the U.S. Ambassador said. 
‘‘I informed myself in depth about it. I think 

we, the U.S. government, owe you, our fellow 
citizens, a more frank and honest way of dis-
cussing this problem. Today, as someone who 
has studied it, . . . there is no doubt in my 
mind what happened. . . . I think it is unbe-
coming of us, as Americans, to play word 
games here. I believe in calling things by 
their name.’’ Referring to ‘‘the first Geno-
cide of the 20th century,’’ Amb. Evans said, 
‘‘I pledge to you, we are going to do a better 
job at addressing this issue.’’

Amb. Evans knew that his frank comments 
ran counter to the official line of recent U.S. 
administrations that have avoided using the 
term genocide to characterize the mass 
killings of Armenians. After complaints 
from Turkish officials to the U.S. govern-
ment, Amb. Evans was forced by his superi-
ors to issue ‘‘a clarification,’’ stating that he 
used the term ‘‘genocide’’ in his personal ca-
pacity—and he now found that to be ‘‘inap-
propriate.’’ To make matters worse, Amb. 
Evans was then forced to correct his clari-
fication,’’ replacing the word ‘‘genocide’’ 
with ‘‘Armenian tragedy.’’ 

Since Amb. Evans had dared to challenge 
the position of his own superiors, he was 
nominated for the AFSA’s coveted ‘‘Con-
structive Dissent’’ award. The AFSA’s web 
site explains that this award ‘‘publicly rec-
ognizes individuals who have demonstrated 
the intellectual courage to challenge the 
system from within, to question the status 
quo and take a stand, no matter the sensi-
tivity of the issue or the consequences of 
their actions.’’ The AFSA states: ‘‘The pur-
pose of the Dissent Awards is to encourage 
Foreign Service career employees to speak 
out frankly and honestly.’’ It also states 
that the Constructive Dissent Awards ‘‘offer 
an opportunity to publicly recognize and 
honor the courageous and thoughtful actions 
of our colleagues, over and above their re-
sponsibilities.’’

Last week, Haygagan Jamanag, a news-
paper published in Yerevan, reported that 
Amb. Evans was the winner of this year’s 
‘‘Constructive Dissent’’ award. Since the 
name of the honoree was not yet officially 
announced, I contacted the AFSA in Wash-
ington, D.C., and was told that Amb. Evans 
was indeed the winner of this prestigious 
award. I was also told that he was selected 
because of his stand on the Armenian Geno-
cide.

As this column was about to go to print, I 
received an unexpected call from an AFSA 
official in Washington, informing me that 
the Award Committee had just met and de-
cided to reverse itself and ‘‘withdraw the 
award’’ from Amb. Evans. When I asked why, 
the answer was ‘‘no comment.’’

We can safely speculate that the same cast 
of characters at the upper echelons of the 
Bush Administration, who had earlier forced 
Amb. Evans to withdraw his remarks on the 
Armenian Genocide, had now succeeded in 
forcing the AFSA to rescind this award. 

Incredibly, what they were taking away 
from Amb. Evans was not just any award. It 
was an award for dissenting from the Bush 
administration’s immoral position on the 
Armenian Genocide. It was an award for sim-
ply telling the truth Amb. Evans was basi-
cally repeating what President. Ronald 
Reagan had said back in 1981 in his Presi-
dential Proclamation, acknowledging the 
Armenian Genocide. It would seem that Bush 
administration officials are not afraid to go 
after an Ambassador, but they would not 
dare to take on President. Reagan who com-
mitted the same sin of telling the truth! 

It is a telling sign of decadent times that 
an individual has to be given an award for 
having ‘‘the courage’’ to tell the truth—and 
worse yet, have that award unfairly taken 
away from him. 

All those who side with truth and justice, 
should complain to the AFSA 

(berger@afsa.org) for its withdrawal of Amb. 
Evans’ award and ask that Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice (http://contact-
us.state.gov) have it reinstated promptly.
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RECOGNIZING JOSHUA FISHER 
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF 
EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Joshua Fisher of Weston, Mis-
souri, a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and 
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 249, and in earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 
Joshua achieved the rank of Eagle Scout on 
October 14, 2004. 

Joshua has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years that Joshua has been involved 
with scouting, he has not only earned numer-
ous merit badges, but also the respect of his 
family, peers, and community. 

For his Eagle Scout project, Joshua orga-
nized the creation of a new welcome sign, the 
pouring of concrete slabs for picnic tables, and 
the installation of a new flag pole with lighting 
around t, all at Bless Park in Weston. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Joshua Fisher for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

f 

A TRIBUTE TO DR. ROGER 
WITHERSPOON 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Dr. Roger Witherspoon. Dr. Witherspoon com-
pleted his undergraduate studies at North 
Carolina Agricultural and Technical State Uni-
versity. He is a graduate of Adelphi Univer-
sity’s Graduates School of Social Work in Gar-
den City, New York and earned his doctorate 
degree from the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst. Dr. Witherspoon previously was As-
sociate Dean of Student Affairs at CUNY Leh-
man College. He is currently the Vice-Presi-
dent of Student Development at CUNY John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice where his re-
sponsibilities include chairing the Communica-
tion Skills and Counseling Department, admin-
istrative oversight of Student Activities, Fresh-
man Program, Children’s Center, Career Ad-
visement, Women’s Center, Disabled Student 
Services, Financial Aid, Health Services, Co-
op Education/Internships, and Student Support 
Services. 

Prior to his appointment as Vice-President, 
Dr. Witherspoon taught both graduate and un-
dergraduate courses in education and social 
work for over 17 years. He has lectured at Co-
lumbia University, St. John’s University, San 
Francisco State, Smith College, Fordham Uni-
versity, and many others. His publications on 
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